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preaching met with success in London1, Bury St. Edmundsa,
and " many other places throughout England ".    His work
was soon undone to the indignation of the monkish chronicler,
despite the fact that a large number of markets were under
ecclesiastical control3.   Everywhere men continued to buy
and sell at a time when " they ought to be at divine service,
minding their souls' welfare "4.   At Norwich in 1380 it was
" granted by the whole community that the market for the
sale of victuals shall be ... every Sunday as anciently
used ", though in 1422 the order was rescinded5.   In the
reign of Henry VI. an Act was placed on the statute-book,
reviving the old legal enactment with a proviso in favour of
'necessary victuals' and 'the four Sundays in harvest'6.
But Sunday marketing did not die out, and in parts of the
Sunday    country survived the close of the sixteenth century.   A
iZtte*"8 petition from the preacher at Bishop's Castle in Shropshire
sixteenth   addressed to Lord Burghley (1595) lamented that " contrary
century.    ^ ^e express word of God, and contrary also to the laws
of this realm, the fairs holden not only in the town of Bishop's
Castle but also for the most part in all other towns in Wales
and the Marches thereof . . . are holden upon the Sunday
. . . and where in all the chief cities and towns of this
realm . . . the same great abuse is reformed, and remaineth
unreformed chiefly in Wales and the Marches "7.   The Acts
of the Privy Council (1580) contain a letter of thanks to the
bishop of Chester, " with their lordships' resolution touching
fairs and markets kept on the Sabbath day"8.   At Enfield
a meat market was held in the churchyard on Sunday before
service according to ' an old and ancient usage ', and in
1586 the inhabitants petitioned to be allowed to retain it.
They recounted their troubles with much bitter complaint
of the vicar, who one Sunday " in a very outrageous manner,
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2  Chronica Jocelini, 98.
3  M. Paris, Chronica Majora (Rolls Series), ii. 465.   The market at Cir-
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5 Records of Norwich, ii. 87, 406.                   6 Statutes, ii. 351.
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